
 
Maria Luisa Vasquez de Montes was born on November 8th, 1943. She was born to parents, 
Hilaria Luna de Vasquez (Mother) and Lorenzo Vasquez (father). She was the first child born of 
two other girls and three other boys. During her birth the “partera*” and her father were present. 
She was born in her house in Comala, Colima in Mexico.  
(1949-1956) Next, she started school in Comala as well. But at the time the school was still 
under construction, so she and the rest of the class went to the teacher’s house and learned 
there. But half-way through the year her mother got very sick and Maria needed to stay home to 
attend to her. So Maria did not return to school until second grade. She said that she liked going 
to school and geography was her favorite subject. She also accomplished being the best 
reader, fastest and most accurate, of the whole class, about 20 students.  
(1956-1962) In 1958 Maria graduated from elementary school, which included sixth grade. 
Unfortunately, this was the last grade she was going to complete. Due to her family’s financial 
situation she could not go to middle school which was in a big city southeast of Comala. Her 
family didn’t have a private vehicle to get there and there was no bus, so she couldn't attend 
middle or high school. She also couldn't go because she was now old enough to help her 
mother out with the chores and taking care of her siblings. She was never involved in any clubs 
or sports. But she did get a job at a local kindergarten in 1960. There she just helped with the 
kinders by helping them learn to write, add numbers, watch them at recess, etc. It was because 
of this that she wanted to become an educator of little children. However, she needed to go to 
Mexico City, where she had an aunt, and study there, but financial problems got in the way once 
more and she couldn't go.  
(1962-1972) Therefore, Maria got married to Santiago Montes when she was 18 (1962). First, 
she got married legally on February 16th and then, subsequently, got married to the Catholic 
Church on February 17th. Then she had eleven kids. Santiago worked on a local farm. While 
Maria was a housewife in a house full of livestock in the back. She said that they had goats, 
pigs, chickens and ducks. They would sell the fattened goats and pigs, eat the eggs produced 
by the ducks and chickens, and eat the chickens themselves.  
(1973-1992) Furthermore, when Maria was 35 (1978) her mother passed away due to asthma. 
This was a big event for her. At this time Maria was still a housewife because her husband was 
the one who worked. Because their house was perfect for their lifestyle, she never moved from 
their house, in Mexico.  
(1993-2005) Additionally, when Maria was 50+ she didn’t retire, alternately, you could say she 
actually started working. She had discovered a new talent of making traditional drinks, like 
“ponche”. She then sold these at the garden square in the middle of town. For fun Maria would 
garden with her neighbour. They would give each other plants to plant in their yards. Maria also 
went on school trips with her youngest daughter. They were amusing end-of-school-year trips 
around the state (Colima). They visited places such as: Puerto Vallarta, Mazatlan, and Lago 
Janitzio. She also traveled to the U.S. to visit some of her children when she was 56 (2000) and 
afterwards went back to Mexico. Although, in 2005 she came to the U.S. to live there. She lived 
with her children in King City, California, Russellville, Arkansas, then in Springfield, Oregon.  
(Present-day) All in all, Maria Luisa Vasquez de Montes has lived a very adventurous and 
thrilling life. Currently, Maria has 26 grandchildren and 12 great grandchildren. She now lives in 
Los Angeles with her daughter.   
 
*A “partera” is a female nurse that visits pregnant women at their house during birth to help.  
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